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EJE TEMATICO 2. FAMILIAS, HOGARES, REPRODUCCION.
ECONOMIA, TRABAJO, PATRIMONIOS Y HERENCIAS.

2.2. Women, economic activity and family property.

Coord. Beatrice Moring (bke.moring@ntlworld.com). Associate profesor, University of
Helsinki/Cambridge, Economic and Social History

Resumen. It is an undisputable fact that the main historical narrative has had a tendency
to sideline women as mere appendages to men and define widows as poor and without
agency. If we take the trouble of having a closer look we find that the economic and social
position of women has been obscured by institutional practices. When efforts are made
to discover the framework within which women were able to operate one has to tackle
issues of legislation, inheritance, property in marriage and economic rights in general to
discover the multifaceted female sphere.

The economic position of women in the past was affected on the one hand, by conceptions
of the patrimony, the family property, and on the other hand by the notions of male
hegemony within marriage. Therefore, when discussing women, property and economic
activity the discussion might be focused on a woman in the position of daughter as well
as in the position of wife or widow.

The aim of the session is to present evidence of female economic activity as well as female
access to property through inheritance and familial transfers. We aim to show that women
not only had property in the past but also made use of it, passed it on and collaborated
with family members to their economic advantage.

Resumen: Es un hecho indiscutible que la narrativa histérica principal ha tenido la
tendencia de relegar a las mujeres a meros apéndices de los hombres y definir a las viudas
como pobres y sin autonomia. Si nos tomamos la molestia de examinar mas de cerca,
encontramos que la posicion economica y social de las mujeres ha sido oscurecida por
practicas institucionales. Cuando se hacen esfuerzos por descubrir el marco dentro del cual
las mujeres pudieron operar, es necesario abordar cuestiones de legislacion, herencia,
propiedad en el matrimonio y derechos economicos en general para descubrir la esfera
femenina multifacética.

La posicion econémica de las mujeres en el pasado se veia afectada, por un lado, por las
concepciones del patrimonio y la propiedad familiar, y por otro lado, por las nociones de la
hegemonia masculina dentro del matrimonio. Por lo tanto, al discutir sobre las mujeres, la
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propiedad y la actividad econoémica, el debate puede centrarse tanto en la mujer en su
posicion de hija como en su posicion de esposa 0 viuda.

El objetivo de la sesion es presentar evidencia de la actividad econémica femenina, asi
como del acceso de las mujeres a la propiedad a través de la herencia y las transferencias
familiares. Nuestro proposito es demostrar que las mujeres no solo poseian bienes en el
pasado, sino que también los utilizaban, los transmitian y colaboraban con miembros de su
familia en beneficio de su economia.

Comunicaciones:

- “Inheritance by women in an egalitarian system: an opportunity? (Ivry- 19th century
France)”, Fabrice Boudjaaba (Centre National de Recherches Scientifiques)

- “Urban widows: inheritance, co-residence and social networks in 18h and 19 thcentury
Portugal”, Mafalda Lopes (Universidade de Lisboa)

- ““‘Active Assets’. Daughters, Wives and Widows of Innkeepers in Eighteenth-Century
Tyrol”, Margateh Lanzinger (University of Vienna)

- “Women property and economic activity in a 19" century Nordic town”, Beatrice Moring
(University of Helsinki)

- “Spinster’s Bequests: an analysis of Legacy Duty Returns 1796-1804", Lloyd Bonfield
(New York Law School)



